Effect of continuous infusion of bleomycin on the time for completion of repair of sublethal radiation damage in mouse lip mucosa during fractionated irradiation.
The influence of a simultaneous continuous infusion of bleomycin on the time necessary for repair of sublethal radiation damage during fractionated irradiation of mouse lip mucosa was studied. Although there are strong indications that bleomycin interferes with the accumulation and repair of sublethal radiation damage, no significant change in the time course of these repair processes could be demonstrated following various analyses of the experimental results. An interval of at most 4 h between successive irradiations was sufficient to allow for a similar amount of repair of sublethal damage as compared with either 24 h (2 fractions) or 6 h (10 fractions), whether or not radiation was combined with bleomycin infusion.